Sikh Nation’s Identity Crisis 

French Turban Ban, other Discriminations & Hate crimes.

       Need to build a Global Movement on Sikh Identity and Idiology.

Dr. Manjit Singh Randhawa

Is it irony of fate or short sighted planning that the Great Sikh Nation, which won world aclaim as a Nation of gallant turbaned warriors, during 1st and 2nd World wars, for selflessly fighting with examplary courage, to save the sovernity of a number of Europian Nations including France, is fighting a lonely battle to save its own turban in france, and is facing discriminatory decisions and serious Identity Crisis not only in Europian countries but also in  India, the country of its origin, even after 57 years of its independence.

Sikhs registered themselves in world history as finest soldiers in most unequal battles like Saragarhi, Leper, Neuve Chapelle and at almost all major war fronts, while fighting for the whole world. Their sacrifices for common cause of humanity were lauded by the British Parliament, and Sikhs were allowed to wear turbans instead of helmets as their religious previlage, through a special Act, debated and uninimously passed by full house of British Parliament, after Prime Minister Mr. Winson Churchill  concluded the debate with following address to the house;

 “ I know that within this century we needed their help twice and they did help us very well. As a result of their timely help, we are today able to live with honour, diginity and independence.  In the war they faught and died for us wearing the turbans. At that time we were not adamant that they should wear safety helmets, because we knew they are not going to wear them any way and we will be deprived of their help. At that time due to our miserable and poor situation, we did not force it on them to wear safety helmets. Why should we force it now ? Rather  we should now respect their traditions and by getting this legitimate concession, win their applause.” 

During 1st World War, French also witnessed, Sikh turbaned warriors fighting for the liberation of their mother land, to the last man in even most unequal battles in French history, like the first battle of Leper(22Oct.1914) and battle of Neuve Chapelle(10 - 13 March 1915).

On October 7, 1927 while unveiling the noble Memorial at Neuve Chapelle Marshal Foch of the French Army stated, “The Indian Troops were thus among the first to show the way to a victorious offensive…..to bring the decisive victory in sight….We will all cherish above all the memory of their example…how they delivered it by their ardent spirit from the firm grip of a determined enemy….They showed us the way, they made the first steps towards the final victory”.
 

On moral grounds, Ban on Sikh Turban on a land they liberated by making supreme sacrifices, amounts to showing of disrespect to those large number of turbaned Sikh soldiers who rest in peace in War cemetaries of France, and if France failed to correct the wrong, it will be registered in world history as a thankless and immoral act by a world leader Nation, known for its love for human rights.

During Freedom Struggle of India, against British rule, out of 4771 martyres, 3697 were Sikhs, thereby contributing more than three fourth of the sacrifices, with legendary patriots, like, Sardar Kartar Singh Sarabha, S Ajit Singh, S.Udham Singh Sunam, Shaheed Bhagat Singh, S. Sohan Singh Bhakna Kamagatamaru, Baba Ram Singh ji and Nanmdhari ‘Kuka’ Singhs,  when the Sikhs were only 2% of the population. 


Moved by Sikh Nation’s sacrifices, Mahatma Gandhi said,“the Sikh martyrs have shown the courage and resgination of the highest order”. Pt. Nehru maintained,“India was startled by the amazing desplay of tenacity and courage shown by the brave Sikhs”. In 1946 on July 6, at Calcutta, briefing  press on decisions taken in meeting of Congress Working Committee, Pt. Nehru said,“Punjab’s brave Sikh Nation is entitled to  special consideration. I see nothing wrong in an area and a set up in the north, wherein the Sikhs can also experience the glow of freedom”.

Ban on Sikh turban, religious dress and symbols in the schools of France has provided a unique opportunity to the Sikhs to make the world aware of Sikh Identity and  idiology of Universal Brotherhood, their deep commitment to Human Values and Human Rights, and their sacrifices for international community to build Global opinion in favour of getting Sikhs their due recognition and status in United Nations. 

It needs to be stressed that from its inception, Sikhism, the Faith founded by Guru Nanak, stands as custodian of “welfare of all”, the whole humanity of the global village, irrespective of the nationality, caste, colour and creed.That it has made supreme sacrifices for the cause. Sri Guru Arjan Dev ji, Sri Guru Teg Bahadur ji, Mata Gujri ji, Sahibzadas of Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji and thousands followers of Guru Nanak faced martyrdom, to protect the Human Rights of the opressed people, when there was no organisation, in the name even, to raise voice against violations of human rights at the hands of tyrrant rulers.


Guru also gave them a distinct identity, with a purpose that they could be easily recognized,  by whosoever in need of their help anywhere in the world. With a vision into the future he combined the properties of International Army and Red Cross, both into one, and laid the foundation of the concept of today’s United Nations Organization.

The foremost part of distinct identity was un tempered  stamp of nature to a human being i.e. unshorn hair covered by a well tied turban or ‘dastar’, an iron bangle as  symbol of total commitment of ones self to the commandment of Guru’s teachings, shorts as symbol of high moral character and, a sword to protect human rights.                






                   
A global movement needs to be built, in the wake of  French turban ban and other discriminatory decisions against Sikhs and to check hate crimes due to mistaken identity with turbaned Muslims, after 11 September 2001 terrorists’ attack on USA. These problems though very serious, are not going to last for ever, even if we do nothing, but whole sikh community must make a collective effort to find lasting solution to its ever increasing problems of racial discrimination, world wide. 


A well organised, orderly and peaceful movement is the need of the hour, through most practical and simple, but effective steps to ensure mass awareness and participation, besides building international opinion to achieve Sikh Nation its due status in the United Nations, which is the only way to effectively raise and resolve various problems faced by the Sikhs in France and other countries of the world. For the purpose, long forgotten religious demand of ‘Vatican’ like status for  Amritsar, the city of  Harimandir – Akal Takhat, the highest temporal seat of Sikhs, and Nanakana sahib, the birth place of Guru Nanak, founder of Sikhism, which is also known as the Mecca of Sikhs, needs to be given serious consideration.


Sikh community is suffering because of lack of programme and crisis of faith in the leadership, and not because of lack of strength. Bonds of trust need to be built at all levels, to unite all well wishers of Sikh Panth, to ensure lasting gains for the Sikh Nation. International interaction of Sikh Diaspora is vital to develop understanding and coordination across the globe for any effective global movement. Decisive victory in present Crisis of Identity won’t be far away, provided we take seriously, the alarming situation we are in. 


Encouraging signs of realization of due recognition to Sikh Identity  have already started coming to surface in USA, Canada, UK and Danmark, with very encouraging steps taken by their respective Governments. Steps taken in USA to allow wearing of Turban to Sikh policemen,  permission to carry small ‘Kirpan’ in school by baptized Sikh children, posting of Sikh officers at stretegic positions and issuing of Sikh Identity Poster for public awareness are really appreciatiable gestures of  Bush administration.

In the end , I apeal to all Amritdhari and sehajdhari Sikh men, women and children living world over to wear Saffron Dastars on 13th April and in all processions and religious congregations to celebrate ‘Vaisakhi’, the birth day of Khalsa. 

To build a global movement to focus Sikh Identity among international community, Saffron headwear should be worn at least on eleven universally celebrated Gurpararbs of  Parkash and Gurgaddi Divas of Sri Guru Granth Sahib ji, Birthdays of Sri Guru Nanak Dev ji and Guru Gobind Singh ji, Martyrdom days of Guru Arjan Dev ji, Guru Teg Bahadur ji and Sahibzadas and on Panthic Jor Melas of  Holla Mahalla, Vaisakhi and Deepawali, and on every Thursday, 

Why Thursday ? 
On birth day of Khalsa,1st of Vaisakh of 1699, it was Thursday.
Why Saffron ?  
‘Dashmesh Pita’ gave Saffron dress to five beloved ones.

 Saffron colour depict purity of Gold , fighting spirit of fire, selfless giving quality of Sun, undaunting commitment to light of Sun flower i.e. never showing back to the Guru’s order and the sign of ‘Paras’touch of  Guru’s feet to provide our body and soul, the purity of gold..
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KHALSA 


 


DASTAR
K- Kind King





D- Dignity 




H- Humble Human




A- Amity





A- Armed Angel




S-  Sovernity




L- Loyal Lover





T- Trust




S- Self sacrificing Soldier



A- Ability





A- Able Administrator




R- Responsibility
.
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The Prophecies of Nostradamus

From the aquatic triplicity shall be born

One who has Thursday as holiday.

Fame, praise, rule and power will grow,

By land and sea, trouble to the East.



[Century 1, quatrain 50]

One from aquatic triplicity is KHALSA.

Who is born from aquatic triplicity of;

*In JAMBU DEEP,  ancient name of India,

Which is surrounded by three oceans.

*In PUNJAB,the land of five rivers,

 at Anandpur sahib.

*From AMRIT, the holy nectar

 prepared by Guru Gobind Singh ji.

It was Thursday on Vaisakhi of 1699,

The birth day of Khalsa, will be 

A holiday during  the Rule of Kindness.

Trouble to East, bacause Khalsa is 

destined to fight For Humanity, 

The War, against International Terrorism.
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Petitions
Petitions have been submitted at Sri Akal Takhat sahib regarding French Turban Ban and other discriminatory decisions and Hate Crimes against Sikhs due to mistaken identity, to the Speaker Lok Sabha, Chairman Rajya Sabha, Prime Minister of India, Union Cabinet and over 400 Members Parliament of both the Houses of Parliament of India, on the subject of “Need of Healing Touch to Bleeding Wounds of Sikh Nation and Problems Sikhs are facing regarding their distinct identity”, demanding Vatican like status for Sri Amritsar and on problems relating to Sikh identity in India, France and other countries.Punjab Assembly has been requested to pass an appropriate resolution to convey strong disaproval and concern of people of Punjab over French Ban on turban and religious symbols. 

Petitions/representations have also been submitted against French Government, for using coersion on tender aged school going children to abondon signs of their Faiths to qualify to study in the public schools of France, to the High Commissioner Human Rights United Nations, President of USA, Prime Ministers of Canada and United Kingdom besides the Govt of France through Ambassador of France in India. Series of protests have been held to high light the issue.. A token protest was also held in front of UN Office at New York during 59th General Assembly and apeals were submitted to the President of UN General Assembly and Chairman UN Committee, Humantarian and Culture, on the issue.

[High Commissioner for Human Rights, United Nations has acknowleged vide its letter G/SO 215/1 FRAN 2832 dated 30 April 2004, that a petition against Human Right violations by France, datd 17 March, submitted under1503 Procedure, by Sikh Nation Organization, has been examined and admitted. A copy of the same has been sent to Government of France for comments, and a summary of it submitted to the Working Group on Communications and the Commission on Human Rights for consideration.]

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Text of all petitions is available on Web: www.sikhnation.org



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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It has been stressed in the petition to UNO that, “Founder of Khalsa, Guru Gobind Singh, has clearly laid down   in his commandment, that none of the five Ks are optional, i.e. Kesha (unshorn hair) covered by a turban , Kangha (comb), Kirpan( sword),  Kara(iron bangle) and Kashehra (shorts). Dress and signs given by Guru in Sikhism are not optional at all. A Sikh is no more a Sikh if he compromises Sikh ethics and code of dress and signs given by the Guru. Therefore a Sikh cannot be a Sikh at home if he or she is  not a Sikh at school”. 

“Guru also gave them a distinct identity, with a purpose that they could be easily recognized,  by whosoever in need of their help anywhere in the world. With a vision into the future he combined the properties of International Army and Red Cross, both into one, and laid the foundation of the concept of today’s United Nations Organization.                  


The foremost part of distinct identity was un tempered  stamp of nature to a human being i.e. unshorn hair covered by a well tied turban or ‘dastar’, an iron bangle as  symbol of total commitment of ones self to the commandment of Guru’s teachings, shorts as symbol of high moral character and, a sword to protect human rights”. 
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