UN body censures France on Human Rights 

UNO asks France to re-examine Ban on religious symbols 

Patiala, Dt. 21-12-08. While last week the SGPC president and others in a widely publicized meet declared to approach the UNO for the first time on the issue of Ban on Turban, interestingly the United Nations have already concluded its time consuming “special procedure” to examine the issue and have even given its “concluding observations” censuring France for Law on religious symbols, as per U.N. documents released to press here today by Sikh Nation Organisation. 
Dr. Manjit Singh Randhawa, President of Sikh Nation Organisation, whose petition on the issue was admitted by the U.N. Human Rights Commission on 17th March, 2004 under 1503 Procedure laid down by the General Assembly of United Nations to deal with such continued situations of Human Right violations, disclosed that the United Nations’ Human Rights Committee in its “Concluding observations-2008” has finally asked France to “re-examine the law imposing ban on religious symbols to uphold UN Conventions.” 

The committee also took serious view of inordinate delay of six years by France, known as the ‘Father Nation of Human Rights’ to submit periodic report on Human Rights Situation in the country and urged the state party to submit future reports at regular intervals, in accordance of requirements of International Convent on Civil and Political Rights. 

United Nations’ Human Rights Committee censured France and recorded that, “The Committee regrets that report of France was submitted with six years delay and the report does not fully comply with reporting guidelines, insofar as it lacks sufficient empirical information on issue such as the political participation of members of ethnic minorities and does not contain sufficient information on the implementation of the Covenant...” The committee made following observations and recommendations to France to uphold International Conventions: 

“The Committee is concerned that both elementary and high school students are barred by Act No. 2004/228 of 15 March 2004 from attending the public schools if they are wearing so called “conspicuous” religious symbols. The State party has made only limited provisions – through distance or computer-based learning – for students who feel that, as a matter of conscience and faith, they must wear a head covering such as a skullcap (or kippah), a headscarf (or hijab), or a turban. Thus, observant Jewish, Muslim, and Sikh students may be excluded from attending school in company with other French children. The Committee notes that respect for a public culture of laïcité would not seem to require forbidding wearing such common religious symbols. (articles 18 and 26). The State party should re-examine Act No. 2004/228 of 15 March 2004 in light of the guarantees of article 18 of the Covenant concerning freedom of conscience and religion, including the right to manifest one’s religion in public as well as private, as well as the guarantee of equality under article 26.” 

“The Human Rights Committee remains unable to share the view of the State party that the abstract principle of equality before the law and the prohibition of discrimination represent sufficient guarantees for the equal and effective enjoyment by persons belonging to ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities of the rights set out in the Covenant. (Articles 26 and 27). The State party should review its position concerning the formal recognition of ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities, in accordance with the provisions of article 27 of the Covenant.” 

“The Committee notes that, the State party has failed to provide any statistical information that would allow the empirical assessment of effective access to private and public employment, public services, and political participation, on the part of persons belonging to racial, ethnic or national minorities, as well as members of different religious communities. The committee observes that the absence of this information can mask problems of de facto discrimination, and impede the design of appropriate and effective public policies to combat all forms of racial and religious discrimination. (articles 2, 25, 26 and 27). The State party should collect and report adequate statistical data, disaggregated on the basis of racial, ethnic, and national origin, in order to enhance the effectiveness of its efforts aimed at ensuring equal opportunity to persons belonging to these minority groups, and to meet the reporting guidelines of the Committee.” 

“The Committee remains concerned that, despite legislative and policy measures adopted by the State party to promote gender equality, women are underrepresented in high-level and managerial positions in the State, territorial, and hospital civil service as well as in the private sector. The wage gap between men and women, the overrepresentation of women in part-time jobs, and high unemployment rate among women belonging to racial, ethnic or national minorities also continue to be significant. (Articles 3 and 26). The State party should strengthen its efforts to increase the representation of women in high-level and managerial positions, in the public as well as in the private sector, to narrow the wage gap between men and women, and to facilitate women’s access to full-time work.” 

“The Committee notes with concern that persons belonging to racial, ethnic or national minorities are rarely selected for representative bodies, including the National Assembly, and may occupy few positions in the police, the public administration and the judiciary. (Articles 2, 25 and 26). The State party should facilitate the participation of persons who are members of minority groups in publicly elected bodies, including the National Assembly and local government. In particular, the State party should seek ways to increase the number of candidates belonging to minorities included in the list of political parties running for elections. The appointment of persons from minority backgrounds as members of the police, public administration and the judiciary, is also important to assure representation of the needs of varied communities in the planning, design, implementation and evaluation of policies and programmes affecting them.” 

 United Nations Body directed France, “The State party should widely publicize the text of its fourth periodic report, the written answers it has provided in response to the list of issues drawn up by the Committee, and the present concluding observations. In accordance with rule 71, paragraph 5, of the Committee’s rules of procedure, the State party shall provide, within one year, relevant information on its implementation of the Committee’s recommendations... The Committee sets 31 July 2012 as the firm date for the submission of the fifth periodic report of France. It requests the State party to include in its next periodic report updated empirical information on all the Committee’s recommendations and on the Covenant as a whole...” 
Dr. Manjit Singh Randhawa, President, Sikh Nation Organisation
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